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The recent article on Tshepo Wa Mamatu by Sunday Times has glaringly brought, once again, to 

the fore the continuing harassment of black academics in our country. While the organisation 

continues to commit its existence to the struggle against the abuse of women and children, one 

would have to be blind to appreciate the type of malice that accompanies this story. We remain 

convinced that the allegations against Tshepo Wa Mamatu are false and malicious, and they are 

designed to dent what would otherwise have been a shining black star in academic and drama 

circles.  

Firstly, if these students were genuinely violated, they have the opportunity to report these with 

law enforcement institutions (not the media) such that Tshepo Wa Mamatu can be brought to 

book. There is no justice in these allegations making front pages, when the alleged victims have 

elected not to report the allegations to the relevant authorities. This sensationalism suggests to us 

that Tshepo Wa Mamatu is innocent and that a conspiracy is driving these allegations. His rights 

have been violated by coverage of this story and he is effectively being tried unfairly in the court 

of public opinion.  

Secondly, the use of faceless and spineless sources by Sunday Times to compromise the integrity 

of Tshepo Wa Mamatu is worrisome. If these people can bring evidence that back these 

allegations to relevant authorities, we will admit that this is reliable information. In fact we 

would be the first ones to tell him to step aside if any proof of sexual mischief was presented to 

authorities. Otherwise we will continue to treat these allegations as a farce masked in the 

commitment to undermine abuse of women and children.  

Thirdly, similar allegations of sexual misconduct were made against a white Professor but there 

was no widespread reporting on the matter. Furthermore, this Professor still enjoys employment 

at the university and no ‘special leave’ was visited upon him. The inconsistency in the ways in 

which the university treats its employees vindicates our long held view that the racist white old 

guard remains intact in the university. 

 Fourthly, Sunday Times could not hide its witch-hunt by naming Tshepo Wa Mamatu and 

conveniently failing to name the other two lecturers (white) who are also alleged to have 

sexually violated students in the same department. This clearly demonstrates the commitment by 

Sunday Times and its ally (WITS) to humiliate Tshepo Wa Mamatu.  

Lastly, the timing of the article is another area of concern; why now? Why were these allegations 

not made in 2006 and 2008?  



Unlike most works that go to the Czech Republic (Prague), only Mamatu's big black cast ever 

came back with awards. Undoubtedly, there is no better star in this department and this is the 

only crime with which he is charged. It’s therefore not a surprise that media has been co-opted in 

the ploy to undermine Mamatu’s God-given talent. State institutions exist to provide recourse to 

victims; the media only achieves character assassination. 

 What the public is not told is that Tshepo Wa Mamatu is one of the few lecturers who are 

committed to the well-being of students. He is one of the few who never miss students and 

workers protests, his recent contribution being his presence during the occupation of concourse 

at the Senate House (main university building) in what was the struggle for the return of 17 

dismissed outsourced workers. Sunday Times and its allies must also report that Tshepo Wa 

Mamatu was one of the victims who suffered police brutality on campus during the 2007 student 

protest against the privatisation of residences and fees increment. 

 The media was deliberately fed with all kinds of lies by faceless sources to ensure that the public 

is turned against Tshepo Wa Mamatu and he is convicted in a court of public opinion. 

 IN THE END WE MUST ASK, WHAT DO THESE PEOPLE ACHIEVE BY GOING TO 

THE MEDIA?  

By Tshediso Mangope (Branch Chairman) 

 


