
Democratic Alliance Student Organisation Wits Branch Press Statement RE Wits sexual 

harassment accusation 

 

A 33year old senior lecturer at the University of Witwatersrand now known as Tshepo Wa 

Mamatu has been accused over a period of six years for being a sexual predator by his 

students. Tshepo Wa Mamatu has received support from the ANCYL as they feel he is being 

prejudiced due to his race. As DASO we ask whether the race of a person is important or is 

the nature of the crime? In support of race the ANCYL has compared the situation to that of a 

white lecturer in the politics department who was removed as head of the politics department 

for sending a sexual sms to a student. The claims that he only got a slap on the wrist are 

obscured. Both individuals did conduct themselves in an unethical manner. The difference 

between the two are the severity of each matter. This issue is not about race, but about the 

rape and sexual harassment. DASO believes that these accusations should not be taken lightly 

and used to get political points on our campus. 

 

The University marches against women and child abuse yearly, but yet  have failed to make a 

greater effort to  protect students who are victims of such crimes. There is a lack of effective 

response mechanism from the university to tackle sexual crimes on campus. Merely, 

marching is not going to be enough. There needs to be a strengthening of institutions like 

CCDU where students can report any unethical conduct by lecturers. There is a lack of open 

dialogue on issues such as sexual harassment, thus if a student is harassed sexually where do 

they go? 

 

Tshepo Wa Mamatu was not only accused of making advances on students but also asking 

them to undress, touch themselves, sliding his fingers into their pants, sexual relationships 

and “allegedly” rape over a period of six years and this was been concealed due to the lack of 

evidence. These are not claims by one student over a period of six years but many more; does 

it even matter if it is one or two? The answer is “NO, such allegations are serious and should 

not have been ignored for so long. An academic or not if someone touches you 

inappropriately you have a right to report it. 

 

The university needs to ensure there are structures for students to report crimes of these 

nature. The fact that they can say there is a lack of evidence shows that students are not able 

to report such cases on time. Furthermore, the university should in this case see that the 

number of testimonies given by both past and present students warrants a lot of evidence 

against the accused. 

 

We will not tolerate RAPE and sexual harassment on our campus! We call on the university 

to take a stand that surpasses marches and 'one day events' We call on them to take action 

now. 
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