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Wits for good

IT’S TIME FOR CELEBRATION
The Great Hall, dressed up in six huge banners to celebrate 100 years of Wits University, remains an imposing, recognisable symbol of the university. Fresh
from a recent two-year facelift, where the steps, columns, statues and roof were all given touch ups, the Great Hall is now ready to host graduation ceremonies
for the next 100 years. Photo: Colin Hugo
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Protests at Wits on hold - for now
BY TANNUR ANDERS
THE 2021 #WitsAsinaMali protests
about students’ financial challenges
are being credited with changing the
way the Wits SRC handles student
grievances, and they may even be the
last protests as the university moves
into its next century.
The death of a 35-year-old passerby, Mthokozisi Ntumba on March
10, 2021, after being hit by a police
officer’s rubber bullet during protests
on the streets of Braamfontein,
compelled most student leaders
to “look for new ways [of handling
student grievances]”, says SRC
president Cebolenkosi Khumalo.
Coming after the 2015
#FeesMustFall (#FMF) movement,
that Khumalo considers “the first
protests that challenged the system”,
2021 “changed everything”, he says.
That is why when he ran for office
in 2021/2022, it was with the main
intention of changing the way things
are done.
He says he made it clear upon
assuming office that, “It is my aim to
ensure that we don’t have a protest as
long as management can be willing to
negotiate and be with us on the table
and assist us in our own initiatives.”
Khumalo, himself nearly financially
excluded in 2018, says that a space
has been created where there is no
need for students to protest as they
can bring their grievances to the SRC.

Security is fully geared as students demonstrate on Yale Road during the
2016 #FeesMustFall protests. Photo: Kyle Oberhozer
He says this space has not always been
available as student protest action
has been prominent throughout the
university’s history.
On its part, the university says it
is accommodating of student needs.
Dean of student affairs Jerome
September says, “The university is
committed to addressing the issues
faced by students, to work closely
with the SRC and other partners like
government, in finding creative ways
of addressing these within what our
resources allow.”
Student clashes with police have
been a feature of protest action over
the last 100 years. Aarti Bhana, a 2016
Wits journalism honours graduate,

experienced student protests as both
a participant and a student journalist.
“Universities have a history of protest
culture”, as people view university
as a more “revolutionary” space for
change, she says.
She vividly recalls the #FMF
protests of 2015 and 2016, with the
former being more peaceful, with
students showing police peace signs,
than the latter, which turned violent
when police became “trigger happy”,
according to Bhana.
On October 10, 2016, violent
clashes broke out outside the Great
Hall between students on one side,
and private security and police on the
other.

Bhana says that she and her friends
discussed how “exhilarating it felt to
be part of something that was probably
so momentous… like history in the
making”.
September considers the #FMF
protests as “an important example of
how Wits students placed issues of
national and global importance, on the
national agenda”.
As his term draws to a close in
October 2022, Khumalo says, “I think
if the management supports the new
SRC the same way they supported me,
Wits won’t experience [a] protest… If
they change and they are not willing
to come to the table, there is going to
be [a] protest.”
University management “has a
range of mechanisms in place to
address student concerns/ issues.
These include regular engagements
with the SRC and other student
bodies around issues facing students,
and a range of initiatives to find
solutions to these,” says September.
He does, however, urge students
to appreciate “that many of the
issues and challenges faced by
students require the intervention
of partners beyond the university,
like government and other social
partners”.
Wits has challenged the status
quo both pre- and post-1994 and the
university maintains that role, says
September.
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YOUR
VOICE
“WHAT, IF
ANYTHING, DO YOU
LOVE ABOUT WITS
UNIVERSITY?”

BENEDICT APWAM
BA LAW:
“One of the best things I like
about Wits University I’d say, are
the variety of social clubs and
activities for students to take part
in. There’s something for everybody so there’s no way to feel left
out at Wits.”
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Wits staff lend a hand in fighting covid-19
BY ELISHEVAH BOME
WHILE nearly the whole country
was in lockdown in 2020, with
people too scared to even step
outside for a morning jog, Wits
professors, doctors, researchers
and students came together to
fight the virus that had the whole
world at a standstill. Backed by the
university, these Witsies contributed
in manufacturing much-needed
personal protective equipment
(PPE), setting up the first site in
South Africa for vaccine trials,
launching a dashboard to track the
virus, and developing treatment
plans for those infected with covid.
With cases spreading across the
country, Professor Bruce Mellado
of the Wits school of physics,
and a number of volunteers from
different disciplines, launched the
Covid-19 South African Dashboard
in March 2020. This dashboard
not only helped track and visualise
the ever-changing virus throughout
Africa but could predict its spread
and severity. “The website at its
peak was used by many health care
professionals, government officials,
companies […] The site used to
get about 10 000 hits daily,” said
Mellado.

A shortage of PPE was one of
the biggest issues during the first
covid wave. This forced those
working in hospitals, clinics and
emergency services to wash and
reuse equipment, when typically
they would have discarded it. Cue
Dr Randall Paton, senior lecturer
at the Wits school of mechanical,
industrial and aeronautical
engineering.
In April 2020 Paton and his
team, which included staff and
students from the faculties of
engineering and health sciences,
occupational health and safety unit
and the campus health and wellness
centre, started producing lasermade face shields for hospital and
emergency service staff by the tens
of thousands, for distribution across
the country.
Paton called this project one
of the “most human moments”
he had ever experienced, adding
that, “It was meaningful to be a
part of a project that included so
many people. Everyone did what
they could to make the inflexible
flexible.” A Wits Vuvuzela article
about this project, reported that
over R100 000 was raised to make
this initiative possible.
One of the biggest contributions

made by Wits in fighting the
pandemic was when Professor
Jeremy Nel, a lecturer in internal
medicine, and Professor Helen
Rees, executive director of the
Reproductive Health and HIV
Institute, teamed up with the
World Health Organisation to form
the South African branch of the
Solidarity trials, the only one in
Africa.

“From manufacturing
PPE to setting up
vaccine trials, teams
of Witsies were
up to the task of
fighting the global
pandemic.“
The trial assessed a range of drugs
being used to treat patients with
covid. Nel said that “The Solidarity
trial was very well received and
has added some very important
information on therapeutics
worldwide.”
This collaboration resulted in
findings about the most effective
use of Remdesivir, which continues
to be a very popular antiviral drug

to treat covid. “The trial also helped
provide definitive evidence against
early candidates like Chloroquine,
which allowed us to move on to
more promising candidates,” said
Nel.
The university’s ground-breaking
contributions continued with the
first vaccine trials in South Africa
which were led by vaccinologist,
Professor Shabir Madhi. By August
2020 Wits had two vaccine trials
underway, the Oxford trial for
AstraZeneca and the Novavax trial.
An honourable mention must
be given to the Wits community
of doctors and medical students,
who were going through their
clinical training at the height of
the pandemic. As reported in Wits
Vuvuzela, healthcare workers
stationed at Charlette Maxeke and
Chris Hani Baragwanath hospitals
battled wave after wave of covid,
putting their own lives at risk, to
save lives.
Superman and Spiderman have
nothing on the edge that inspired
these brilliant Witsies. They gave
their time, resources, and specialties
to help tackle one of the deadliest
pandemics. They have indeed
helped set the tone for what Wits is
cable of in the next 100 years.

Wits considers varied assessments methods as restrictions are laxed
BY COLIN HUGO

learning agreed that the lack of
social interaction hampered their
learning. De Mello Koch says online
lecturing results in less engagement
because students are not forced to
engage with the material as at an inperson lecture.
Computer science honours
student, Sonia Bullah, believes
the blended learning programme
needs to be developed further to
assist with revision. “It would be
really beneficial to record in-person
lectures and post them online
later,” she says.
Both De Mello Koch and Bullah
said students of the future should
always look to ask for help if they do
not understand a concept. De Mello
Koch adds: “Often other students
can provide more clarity on
something you are struggling with
as they will explain it in a different
way that may make more sense.”

“When I first came here, I heard a
lot of people talking about the Wits
pressure, saying that ‘At Wits you
will fail. You will never succeed.
You will even forget your identity.’
But then trust me, Wits got all that
covered. We have CCDU for those
who are under pressure. We get
professional therapists that will
help you recognise yourself. When
they say, ‘Wits gives you the edge’,
indeed it does give you the edge.”

WITS University will look to
increase the ways students’
knowledge and understanding of
concepts are assessed, to optimise
learning in 2023.
Professor Diane Grayson, senior
director of academic affairs,
says learning plans are a work in
progress. “Using diverse forms of
assessment allows us to assess a
wider variety of skills, knowledge
and competencies.” The university
is orientating lecturers this semester
on the new standing orders.
Roger De Mello Koch, a fourthyear electrical engineering student,
agrees that assessment needs to
be enhanced especially for online
examination, saying multiple choice
does not allow students to show
understanding of a concept.
Wits implemented the blended

ELBERETH PARSONS
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KGELEKE IMMANUEL
BA LAW:

TEBOGO MATHABATHA
BSC ENGINEERING:

NNDWAMATO SADIKI
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“I am originally from Cape Town
so coming to Wits [was] quite a big
change but so far, its been amazing.
I also really appreciate just how
multifaceted it is...There is a lot
more access to additional tutoring
which I really appreciate because
it [would be] kinda rough...I’ve
also learnt a lot about myself and
independence. In that way, Wits has
helped me grow as a person.”

“One thing I like about Wits is
their SRC events. They have
taught us a lot and they are
one of the reasons why I have
the friends [that] I have right
now. They have been [hosting]
events that help us meditate
and to just cool off. For example, when we (students) had
a fun day and got free candy
floss.”

“The best thing that I can say
about the university is the expectation from the staff and the
lecturers. They expect us to be
the best and therefore, we are
going to become the best. I’m
going to become a lawyer and
therefore, I’m going to be one of
the best lawyers in South Africa
and I know that I can credit that
to the University.”

“When I got here for orientation,
we found some amazing mentors.
[They] made us feel comfortable
here at Wits and that’s one thing I
appreciate because now I think I
am more comfortable around the
campus because of them. One
thing I like about Wits is that it
gives you the edge. It keeps you
going even though things are pressurising and all of that.”

“[The] best things [about] Wits is
[that] most of the rural student
they were not usually admitted
at Wits, they are now starting to
be admitted. And then the time
when we arrived here at Wits it
was only white people that were
studying here at Wits....We are
now accommodated... I think it’s
the best.”

BONGANI SEKGALA,
BSC CIVIL ENGINEERING:

Second year chemical engineering student works through a blended
learning lab. Photo: Colin Hugo
learning programme after two years
of remote teaching and learning
due to the covid-19 pandemic.
Grayson says the main problem
with remote learning was students
and lecturers became isolated.
Brett Freeman, a lecturer in the

school of mechanical, industrial and
aeronautical engineering, agrees:
“You don’t grow as a person socially
if you [are] sitting in your bedroom
listening to lectures.”
Students who experienced
in-person, remote and blended
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WITS UNIVERSITY
ACADEMIC
RANKINGS
Wits University has 3 416
courses, offered by 34
schools across five faculties. How these schools and
the university as a whole
fare against other institutions is often what helps
people decide on where to
enrol. Below are the latest
rankings according to some
of the most well-recognised
ranking methods.

WORLD UNIVERSITY
RANKINGS 2021/22
Academic Ranking of
World Universities:
301 - 400
Center for World
University Rankings:
292

The Wits for Good billboards and posters are plastered on walls and
highways across Johannesburg, this one is on the side of the New
Commerce Building on West Campus.Photo: Colin Hugo
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WITS University is using its ‘Wits
for Good’ slogan to attempt to
change society through innovation
and research. In 2019 the slogan
was changed from ‘Wits gives
you the edge’ to ‘Wits for good’
to represent the university’s
achievements over the last century
of its existence.
The university’s head of
marketing Ferna Clarkson says:
“It differentiates who we are and
what we stand for - creating new
knowledge to advance humanity
which ensures that we leave things
better than when we found them.”
For Wits to continue playing a
leading role in solving global crises
and advancing social justice it
must find other funding sources,
including donations. Peter Maher,
the director of the Wits Alumni
Relations Office says, “It’s just the
reality that we have, we can’t offer
free education because then we’re
going to bankrupt the university
and that’s not going to benefit
anyone, and the tax base can’t
afford to fund universities fully.”
Peter Bezuidenhout, director
of the Wits Advancement,
Development and Fundraising
Office (DFO) says; “The university
creates a vast range of skills for this
economy. Sure, these graduates go
out and get jobs, but they are doing
jobs for good.”
Dr Neo Lekgotla laga Ramoupi,
Dr Thokozani Mathebula, and Dr
Sarah Godsell, who are lecturers
at the Wits School of Education
wrote an article which appeared in
the Daily Maverick in 2021 titled
‘Wits. For Good’ – For whose good,
exactly?’.
In it, they argue that the ‘good’
is not a public good, but rather a
market good for those privileged
students with easy access to online
learning and who are willing to
ignore those outside market-

oriented universities.
Chair of Theoretical Particle
Cosmology at Wits School of
Physics, Professor Vishnu Jejjala,
says that teaching and research
are public goods since teaching
produces an educated middle class,
and research lets the university
explore the world in new ways.
This role is vital for society to
understand better where and how
they live.
Therefore, the role of higher
education in South Africa is not
merely to churn out research
that adorns the bookshelves of
the intelligentsia, to be proudly
displayed during Zoom calls, or to
produce jobless graduates. It’s true
function is to transform society
and create a space for the coming
together of classes, generations, and
innovative ideas.
“Wits for Good (stands for) the
greater good of society by enriching
young minds and helping nurture
young African talent, I think that’s
important, and we’re proud to be a
part of that legacy,” says Constant
Beckrling, a Wits alumnus.
Wits boasts a proud legacy of
producing some of Africa’s most
remarkable minds advancing
societies globally. According to the
latest global university rankings
by Cybermetrics Lab Wits is the
second highest ranked university
on the continent. The university
continues to set a high standard
for today’s Witsies, ensuring that
their excellence inspires future
generations.
“Wits For Good means that
it’s something that’s gonna be a
part of life, that’s gonna carry me
throughout and once a Witsie is
always gonna be a Witsie!” says
Vidhya Patel, a first-year student
studying BSc in Biological Science.
The university is continuing its
eternal legacy as a towering African
institution to transform society for
what it perceives as ‘good’.

STUDENT SUCCESS
RATES 2021

Postgraduate

BY MPHO HLAKUDI

US News Best Global
Universities Rankings:
212

Undergraduate

Wits changing
society for good

3 504

Total research outputs
for 2021

GRADUATES PER
FACULTY 2021

Is Wits safe for women?
Maybe, maybe not
BY RUFARO CHISWO
THE Wits community remains
in the dark about the university’s
progress in addressing genderbased violence (GBV) on campus
and ensuring the safety of women.
The vice-chancellor’s office and
the Gender Equity Office (GEO)
have opted not to share how far
their 2020 proposals to combat
GBV have gone.
In a November 9, 2020,
statement, the university listed
what it called “innovative and
pragmatic ideas” to address GBV,
that had emerged from a series of
talks between management and
various stakeholders.
Some of the key points listed
were:
• Engaging students and staff
about gender-based harm (GBH)
through formal and informal
conversations
• Enforcing punitive consequences
against perpetrators of GBH
• Developing online courses on
GBH that are mandatory for
staff and students who join the
university.
• Reporting anonymously and
more regularly on the outcome of
matters managed by the GEO
• Participating in a national
register which identifies
perpetrators who have been found
guilty of GBH
For two weeks during August
2022, Wits Vuvuzela engaged in
back-and-forth communication
with these two offices to obtain
information pertaining to the
progress of implementing these
proposed ideas. A request for the
number of GBV cases reported
from before 2019 and between
2019 and 2022 was also put
forward.
Additional information,
including the goals of the
university in the coming years
regarding its anti-GBV efforts and
the role of the Wits Protection
Services to secure campus, was
requested.

While awaiting a response from
these offices, three Sunnyside Hall
of Residence students told Wits
Vuvuzela that they were aware
of a GBV case during the first
semester of 2022, that had been
reported to the GEO, but they did
not know what had come of that.
Wits Vuvuzela managed to get
a response from the university’s
head of communications,
Shirona Patel, who said that the
information we had requested was
collated by the GEO at regular
intervals. Patel then concluded
her three-line response to our
seven questions by stating
that this information was only
disseminated “to the relevant
university structures”.
The GEO’s response arrived
within eight minutes of
Patel’s. Written by director
Charlene Beukes-Mabaso, it
similarly evaded the seven
questions sent to the office, only
referring to the office’s upcoming
events, including a talk with
residences, the annual Sekwanele
GBV panel discussion, and the
painting of a mural dedicated to
the late Wits student, Asithandile
Zozo, who was murdered by her
ex-boyfriend in August 2020.

Protesters lying down on the floor
of Senate House Concourse for
the “die in.” Photo: File

13,40%
29,33%
27,11%
15,27%
14,88%
Commerce, law and
management: 29,33%
Engineering and the built
environment: 15,27%
Health sciences: 14,88%
Humanities: 27,11%
Science: 13,40%
Information: Wits Facts and
Figures 2021 | 2022
Graphics and image: canva.
com and issuu.com
Compiled and designed by:
Tannur Anders

Wits students protest against rape and sexual violence in the 2016 Silent
Protest. Photo: Mokgethwa Masemola
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The man behind the Wits mace
BY TANNUR ANDERS

The experienced “mace man”, David
Rambevha, leads the graduation procession
during the April, 2022 graduation
ceremonies, the first full, in-person
ceremonies since the covid-19 pandemic.
Photo: Colin Hugo

THE examinations and
graduations office (EGO) at
Wits University has conducted
scores of graduation ceremonies
in different venues. While these
have taken different forms in
the recent past with the covid-19
pandemic, a constant has
remained – the ‘mace man’.
The University Mace is a
symbol for the chancellor
to confer degrees. It carries
tremendous weight (both
literally and figuratively). This
is well-known by the man with
whom the mace is entrusted.
Fifty-eight-year-old David
Rambevha has proudly led the
graduation procession since
2006, when he was given the
opportunity to carry the sevenkilogram mace.
Rambevha has spent 32 years
as a Witsie, starting his career
on October 1, 1990, as a cleaner.
After eight months he applied
for a position as an assistant
printer in the examinations
office.
He vividly recalls the 2006
merging of the examinations
and graduations offices when
he moved from basement

one to the second floor of the
then Senate House. He also
assumed his current role as
graduation and examination
officer, coordinating the running
of exams and graduation
ceremonies.
He also assumed the role of
carrier of the 1 107mm tall and
180mm broad mace, following
in the footsteps of Rob Sherman
and the late Regina Diphoko.

“I’m one of the lucky
people to work at
Wits University and
[to be] given a task
to carry this powerful mace, and it’s the
main reason why I
don’t take this task
for granted”.
He recalls that his first day
on the job “was not easy”, as he
felt a lot of pressure and knew
that it was “not something for
play”. But Derek Swemmer,
the former registrar, was
supportive, correcting him and
acknowledging his successes.
“[Rambevha] is a firm believer

in walking the extra mile”,
arriving early for graduation
ceremonies and leaving late
“once all preparations for the
next day have been completed”,
according to Abé Pieterse,
head of EGO. He also proudly
knows the attire required for
each member of the procession
and his own regalia which
includes white gloves to avoid
transferring fingerprints to the
gold- and silver-plated mace,
which he cleans.
Rambevha does not take
carrying the mace lightly. “When
you pass the audience, you can
feel that you are holding the
name of Wits in your hands.
It has got a great name, Wits
University,” he says. The mace,
which was dedicated in 1977, is
a symbol of the mandate given
by Parliament for the chancellor
to confer degrees and represents
the international acclamation of
a degree from Wits University.
He practises focus while
carrying the mace and ensures
he is not distracted. He
concentrates on the mace and
the chancellor, since part of the
mace’s symbolic meaning is to
“guard” the chancellor, and the
original use of a mace was as a

weapon of defence.
Elizabeth Mogotsi, also a
part of EGO, is currently being
trained by Rambevha to be
his successor as he jokingly
considers his age to be “no
longer on [the] university’s
side”. Mogotsi concurs
that Rambevha is “patient,
responsible and serious at all
times”. He has taught her to put
jokes aside while carrying the
mace, among lessons to “focus”
and “be serious”.
When the covid-19 pandemic
moved graduation ceremonies
online in 2020 Rambevha found
this disappointing, not so much
about the mace, but because of
the lost power of face-to-face
graduations.
The mace man, although
carrying the weight of the
university symbol in his hands,
has remained humble.
“I’m one of the lucky people
to work at Wits University and
[to be] given a task to carry this
powerful mace, and it’s the main
reason why I don’t take this task
for granted. It’s not about me as a
person. It’s not about exams and
graduations as a unit. It’s about
Wits University as an institution
in general,” Rambevha says.

From 1923 to 2022:

Hugo family continues to fly the Wits flag
BY TYLIN MOODLEY
IMAGINE this. The year is 1951, and you
are a first-year Wits student staying at
Men’s Res. It is that time of the year when
intervarsity raids are in full force, and you
are on guard duty in the freezing cold.
University of Pretoria (Tuks) raiders can
pounce any time, to ‘kidnap’ you and others
and take you back to their campus to
hold you ‘hostage’ and perhaps
give you a terrible haircut
while there.
It is your job to
make sure the Tuks
raiders do not enter
your residence,
and to protect
the residence’s
wooden-cloaked
mascot, Phineas.
To guard against
getting kidnapped,
you stealthily hide in
the grass, watching and
waiting.
This was the experience of
Anthony Hugo (89) in his first
year at Wits when he stayed at College House
and Dalrymple House, more commonly
known as Men’s Res. He can still remember
vividly the thrill of the intervarsity raids that
took place between Wits and Tuks.
Each side attempted to steal the other’s
mascot and take as many ‘hostages’ as
possible. College and Dalrymple had to
protect their mascot from being taken by
Tuks while others would trek north to raid
Tuks residences and attempt to steal their
mascot.
“It was a great time at res. We had lots of
fun... I made good friends at Wits...at res and
university It felt like we belonged,” he said.
Hugo, who studied towards a BSc in
electrical science from 1951 to 1954, was
following in the footsteps of his father, Dirk

Jacob Hugo, who came to Wits in 1923
when the university was just a year old and
completed a BSc in electrical and mechanical
engineering in 1926.
Anthony’s greatest memories though are
of his time in res because of the excitement
and mischief that the students got up to.
He recalls his father’s stories as different
from his experiences. Dirk was the president
of the Association of Municipal and
Electrical Undertakings for a
year and his stories involved
something called ‘Tin
Temple’ that Anthony is
still wondering about:
was it a place on
campus, an actual
temple, or something
else?
Here is the
answer to that. In
Wits Medical School
Heritage published
in 2010, Katherine
Munro writes that Tin
Temple was a corrugatediron building located on Plein
Street where lectures were held
before the university was built. It was mainly
for medicine, the sciences, and mining as
early as 1912. Even after the building of the
university commenced in the 1920s, Tin
Temple continued to host lectures. However,
although many old university buildings got
refurbished, Tin Temple did not make it.
Anthony observes that everything is
“now completely different” when he looks
at his two grandchildren who picked up
the baton (after Anthony’s son, Mark, went
to study at Wits Technikon which is now
part of the University of Johannesburg)
and are studying at Wits in the year that
the university officially turns 100, nearly a
century after their great grandfather first set
foot on campus.
Carolyne, in second-year chemical

engineering, says it is “rough” to have family
members that studied engineering before her
as everyone has different opinions on how
things are done. She learnt of the differences
in learning from her grandfather. Anthony
would carry a massive drawing board around
campus whereas Carolyne simply uses
computer aided design for her drawings.
Her older brother, Colin, who graduated
with a bachelor’s in economic science, is a
journalism honour’s student. He says it is an
honour to be part of nearly four generations
of Witsies.
“It’s nice to keep the family at one
university,” he says, as he feels a “sense of
belonging”. When he started university, his
grandfather gave him his Wits blazer that
he wore in the 1950s. Even though Anthony
was aware that students do not wear blazers
anymore, he was still proud to pass on a
piece of his own history to his grandson.

Colin Hugo graduating in 2022 with a
bachelor’s in economic science.
Photo: Mark Hugo

Anthony Hugo (left) next to G. R. Bozzoli, who would later become vice-chancellor in 1968,
and other graduates in 1954. Photo: Supplied by Anthony Hugo
Left inset: Dirk Jacob Hugo as the president of the Association of Municipal and Electrical
Undertakings in the 1920s. Photo: Supplied by Anthony Hugo
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1922
University College is granted university
status as the University of the Witwatersrand

1937
The University Council decides to complete the
Central Block and build an assembly hall

Did you
know?

The Central Block burned
down. The eight pillars of what
would become the Great Hall
however, survived

2015
#FeesMustFall protest shuts down the
admin building, deliberations on student
and staff demands are heard here.

Wits through the
eyes of the Great Hall

1940
The hall finally reaches completion after delays
due to financial constraints and World War Two.
It is opened by the governor general, Sir Patrick
Duncan in June.

1943

The first
major student
protest
against fee
increment of
20% takes
place outside
the hall.

If the Great Hall could talk, it would have a lot
of stories to tell. We take a look at some of the
iconic moments that have happend inside or
on its steps over the years.
Compiled by: Elishevah Bome and
Keamogetswe Matlala

2019

The murder of 19-year-old UCT student sparks
#NotInMyName anti-GBV protest at the Great Hall
stairs

1948
The National Party wins elections and so begins
the birth of various anti-apartheid student
organisations

1959
February 9,
premiere of
King Kong; the
first all-black
musical.

Did you
know?

1971
The Great Hall was chosen
because it was one of the few
places that allowed multicultural
audiences during Apartheid

The hall sees continued student
protests against the apartheid
government

1979

1966
United States senator, Robert F.
Kennedy, addresses Witsies in
the Great Hall, complementing the
South African youth for wanting to
build a better future.

Great Hall undergoes
renovations due to
weathering conditions
and waterproofing
faults

1993
St. Petersburg ballet company
host a show in the Great Hall

The first general assembly takes place in the
Great Hall on April 16 following the extension
of the University Education Act which
excluded black learners from white school and
universities.

2020

March 12, first Free People concert. It was a 12-hour event that featured
performers such as Johnny Clegg, David Marks, Sipho Mchunu and James
Phillips.

The Great Hall is refurbished - given a
new acoustic treatment, an inner stage
and a wide forestage with a hydraulic
orchestra lift

1988

Nelson
Mandela is
conferred
an honorary
degree in
Great Hall

2022

Renovations are completed and the Great Hall
hosts graduations for the first time since the
covid-19 pandemic hit two years prior.
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THUSO MBEDU

Photo: WITSReview Magazine

Degree: BAHons in theatre and performance
Achievements: This rising star is an Emmy-nominated
actress for her role in Is’Thunzi. Her rise to fame was
cemented by her role in the limited series, Underground
Railroad. Mbedu’s future is looking even brighter with
the confirmation that she is set to create and produce
several shows for the streaming platform, Paramount+.
Source: News24 and Deadline

THULI MADONSELA
Degree: Bachelor of laws (LLB)
Achievements: Madonsela was the first black woman
appointed Public Protector of SA (2009 to 2016) and was
one of 11 experts who helped create SA’s constitution.
She is currently the Law Trust Research Chair in Social
Justice at Stellenbosch University.
Photo: GCIS

Source: World Justice Project and Stellenbosch Business School

HELEN REES

Photo: Wits News

Founder and executive director of the Wits Reproductive
Health and HIV Institute
Achievements: Rees is an internationally recognised
researcher who has been working in the field for 30 years. She
founded the Wits Reproductive Health and HIV Institute (RHI),
one of Africa’s largest research institutes. Rees was formerly a
human rights and health activist during apartheid.
Source: Wits RHI

SEYMOUR PAPERT

Photo: Wikimedia Commons

Degree: BA in philosophy
Achievements: PPapert was one of the pioneers of the
constructionist movement (a theory which encourages learners
to develop their knowledge through interaction with things
and people). He made influential contributions to computer
sciences by creating the Logo programming language. He later
collaborated with Lego to make Lego Mindstorms robotic kits.
Source: NPR and The Daily Papert
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MARIA RAMOS
Degree: Bachelor of commerce honours
Achievements: Ramos is a fierce businesswoman and
economist who has been recognised by Fortune Magazine as one
of the world’s 50 most powerful women in business. The former
CEO of Absa Group & Transnet currently serves as the chairperson of
Anglogold Ashanti. Ramos is also co-chair of the UN general’s task
force on digital financing of sustainable development.

Photo: Wikimedia Commons

Source: Britannica & Group30

SHUDUFHADZO MUSIDA
Degree: BAHons in international relations
Achievements: The former Miss South Africa is the
first Venda-speaking title holder to represent South
Africa in Miss World. She is also the first bald woman
to earn the Miss SA title. Musida is an author and
advocate of mental health, women and children.
Photo: Wikipedia

Source: Wits News

ADRIAN GORE
Degree: BSc in actuarial science
Achievements: Gore is the founder and CEO of
Discovery Ltd. and has been recognised for his great
achievements in the health insurance industry. The
businessman was listed as All Africa Businessman of the
Year in 2016 and is the recipient of the Mckinsey Geneva
Forum of Health Award.

Photo: Wikimedia Commons

Source: Wikipedia & Wits News

PHYLLIS KNOCKER
Degree: Bachelor of medicine and surgery (MBBCh)
Achievements: Knocker was the first woman surgeon
in South Africa and the first woman appointed
president of the College of Medicine in South Africa.
She was also the first chairlady of Wits Fellows
Committee.
Photo: The Royal College of
Surgeons of England

Source: Wits News
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Wits traditions
the ages
through

1922

The Wits centenary is an opportunity to look back at the history and traditions
of the university over time. These traditions have created a sense of community,
familiarity and solidarity. Moreover, these traditions have enabled individuals
to create memories that have played a role in shaping their identities
Wits Remember and Give (RAG)
was established. Witsies would
create distinctive floats, wear
unique outfits and parade around
the streets of Johannesburg.
Students would sell copies of the
Wits Rag magazine closer to the
time of the parade.

1960

1956

An inter-varsity rugby tournament against the
University of Pretoria (Tuks) enabled students
from both universities to participate in fun
campus raids. However, raids later became
banned due to the administration buildings of
Tuks being painted red. Students continued
with raids illicitly until a student was killed in a
car-chase in the 1960s.
Wits used to have a strict dress code.
In the early 1960s, women were
required to wear formal dresses, while
men were required to wear formal
trousers, collared shirts and ties.
Students revolted against the dress
code in the mid-1960s and rules were
relaxed.

2009

2008

The Founders’ Tea brings together Wits
Alumni who graduated at least 40 years
ago. The tradition enables individuals to
reminisce about their time as students at
Wits. The Founders’ Tea is hosted jointly by
the Vice Chancellor of the university. The
tradition is set to continue on September 4,
2022 at Gavin Relly Green, West Campus.
The Engineering Spring Breakfast
was usually hosted on West
Campus, just below Amic Deck in
September. This tradition ran from
2009 to 2014. The spring breakfast
provided a platform for students to
socialise, dress up, enjoy braai’d
meat and drinks all before midday.

2015

2009

The Wits Pillow Fight was
organised by The Silly Buggers
(a social club that hosts parties).
Students would playfully hit each
other with pillows, a sure-fire way
to destress. The tradition ran from
2009 to 2017 on the Wits Main
Campus.
Each year, Wits University hosts
a Welcome Day for first-year
students. Witsies gather to meet
their peers and get introduced to
campus life. They can be easily
spotted in blue t-shirts, face paint,
stickers and foam hands at the
Welcome Day soccer match.

2022

In the midst of the covid-19
pandemic, the Wits Freshers
Ball had to be put on hold but
made a comeback this year.
The annual event usually
ends off orientation week with
a bang before the academic
programme gets underway.

Information and images: Wits Alumni Relations and Wits University Twitter.
Compiled and designed by: Busisiwe Mdluli

Professor Adam Habib
Wits Centenary message
“A hearty congratulations to Wits University on its
centenary birthday. Wits University is a truly special
institution. In many ways it has been central to the
reimagination of South Africa in the last 100 years.
Born in the midst of the Rand Revolt in 1922, it has
traversed the same political twists and turns that the
country has, and it has often enabled much of the
positive evolution of South Africa through its staff,
students and alumni.
Even those in its community who are often its
strongest critics bear testimony to this by having chosen
to come study here and have often continued to remain
within its midst.
But Wits University is also central to the world
that we need to build. A new socially just
world cannot be built without an equitable
academic academy, and Wits University
will be central to this agenda as one of
the premier institutions of the African
continent.
It will be the bridge to enable the
interaction between African and Western
knowledge systems, itself necessary if
we are to address the global challenges
of our time.
So happy 100th birthday to Wits
University and may its staff, students
and alumni move on to even
greater heights in the next
century.”
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Birthday messages from
Witsies and friends
By: Keamogetswe Matlala

Happy 100th birthday to @
WitsUniversity, my Alma
Mater. As a previous student
and now Lecturer, I’m very
proud to be part of this great
institution. To all the staff
and students that make the
University, thank you for all
that you do.
@Dr_S_Iqbal

Happy
@Wits centenary b
i
U
Wits g niversity. I rthday to
t’s true
ives yo
as a pr
u the e
that
o
to this ud Witsie, dge and
I
.
the ed Wits have g can attest
g
disting e & wherev iven me
e
peers uish myself r I go, I
and it
agains
r
I am a
proud eally surfac t my
e that
Witsie
.

Happy birthday Wits
so
university! There is
ery
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y
much pride and jo
ay
w and
time I’m on the free
says
I see a billboard that ’s
that
#WitsForGood and
ds for in
an
exactly what its st
. One
ts
terms of social even
hundred
hundred years, one
more!
Pretty Ngwenya

I’d like to wish Wits a happy
hundredth birthday and
hopefully you reach another
hundred years, just double
down on the toxicity a bit.

@Sibh

Kamogelo Setagane

aha1

her hundred
I wish you reach anot h] you do
wis
years. If possible, [I
happening
ly
al
tu
ac
adapt what’s
the university
in terms of not just
cause
but the job market be rent
ffe
Wits is giving us a di to the
d
re
pa
m
experience co
orking
w
e
e’r
industry that w
us hardship
ng
towards. [It is] givi
preparing
[when it] should be
dustrial
us [for] the fourth in
revolution.

Happy birthday to Wits;
to the only institution that
matters in South Africa!
Karabo Malatji

Happy 100 ye
a
Here’s to a hu rs to Wits.
n
years and ma dred more
ke your 100th
birthday a go
od one!

Akeem Eliakim

Happy 100 to Wits and here’s
to many more years of
fun, quality education and
equality for all!
Jess Powell

Adam Geras
si-

Kirsch

We’d like say that we’ve
enjoyed the experience
thus far even though we’re
only first years so just
keep up the good vibes and
attracting people with all the
awesomeness.

I’d like to wish Wits university a
happy 100 years and as a former
Wits student, I’m proud to be
associated with the university
because its identity transcends a
lot of barriers. As the marketing
manager of VOWFM, it’s only been a
proud moment every time to amplify
the messaging and events of the
university. To many more years.

Them Randi Speechies
Happy birthday Wits! I just
want to say thank you for all
the opportunities and for the
great education, many more
hundred years.

Happy
the ne birthday W
i
x
like fo t hundred ts. For
y
r
stude you guys to ears, I’d
nts’ m
ental h prioritise
ealth
Sipho

sethu

Mchun

u

Marona Seekane

Filipe Mira
Happy birthday to the
university, my message is
that fees still need to fall
LLB student

I feel very privile
g
be part of this ev ed to
e
hope the univers nt. I
it
on another hun y lives
dred or a
thousand years
an
great education d provides
to each
generation in S
outh Africa
and the rest of
Africa
Yago Diakhite

To be part of the university
in its centenary year is an
important and exciting feel for
us. Wits is known for academic
excellence and shaping the
society and shaping discourse
and VoWFm [has become] that.
As a station... we hope that we’ll
be here for the next 100 years
and will be inherited by the
generations to come.
Martin Vilakazi
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3 Sep: Scholarship board
unveiling | 16h00 - 17h00
By invite only: a ceremony to
unveil the Fulbright/Mandela
Rhodes/Rhodes scholarship
boards that will be housed in
the foyer of the Great Hall.

WHAT’S
ON?
WITS VUVUZELA is produced
by Wits Journalism students and
is dedicated to serving the entire
campus community with journalism
that is independent, accurate and
fair. If you feel this code has been
breached, please bring this to the
attention of the co-ordinator by
emailing
editor@witsvuvuzela.com.
Print Co-ordinator: Pheladi Sethusa
Editor: Malaika Ditabo
Production Editor: Colin Hugo
Photo Editor: Mpho Hlakudi
Online & Social Media Editor:
Keamogetswe Matlala
Design: Vuvuzela Team
Journalism Practice Lecturer:
Lizeka Mda
Honours Coordinator: Pheladi
Sethusa
Sub-editors: Pheladi Sethusa,
Lizeka Mda and Tshegofatso Mathe

4 Sep: Founders’ Tea
| 10h00-13h00
By invite only: The founders
tea is an exclusive event for
Alumni that graduated 40 or
more years ago. This year it
will welcome the classes of
1980, 1981 and 1982 to their
first Founders’ Tea.

Homecoming
Weekend
BY ELISHEVAH BOME
2 Sep: Parade |13h30
The homecoming Rag parade
with massive floats and a march
around Braamfontein. The
parade meeting point is Origins
Centre on Yale Road from 11:30.
2 Sep: Alumni welcome event
| 17h30 - 19h00
By invite only: the alumni
association will be hosting
an evening of cocktails, Wits’
artefacts and memorabilia and
performances by the Wits choir
at Solomon Mahlangu House.
2 Sep: Entertainment on the
Library Lawns | 13h00
Loads of fun activities on the
East Campus Library Lawns.

2 Sep: Light show at Great
Hall| 19h00-21h00
A multimedia presentation
titled Visible Resonance will
be projected on the Wits Great
Hall. It will recount Wits past a
present and future through lights
and sound.

2-3 Sep: Arts and Crafts
market | All day
Hall 29 will host a market
offering an assortment of
artefacts, gifting options, vintage
and upmarket goods. There is
also a range of food vendors to
give a try.

4 Sep: SRC formal gala
dinner | 17h00 - 20h00
A formal gala for all present
and former SRC members
will take place at Gavin Relley
Green on West campus.

3 Sep: Parkrun | 07h30-11h00
Bring your running shoes and
be part of a Wits 5km park run
around Wits. Starting at Wits
club/alumni office.

Multimedia Lecturer: Bongani
Khoza
Contact: Wits Vuvuzela at
011 717 4088/82 or
editor@witsvuvuzela.com

Printing and layout proudly sponsored
by Caxton Local Media.

3 Sep: Free People’s Concert: | 12h00 onwards
In celebration of the original Free People’s concert, the Dig field
on Wits west campus will be hosting a concert and family fun
day of its own. Food, drinks and tons of fun for the whole family.
Artists include Mango Groove, Samthing Soweto, Holly Rey, DJ
Maphorisa, Big Zulu and more.
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SLICE: Covid-19 did not stop us
THE unexpected arrival of covid-19 during
our second year of university study in
2020 was a mixed bag of positives and
negatives as our lives became digitised with
the switch to online learning. It forced us
to adapt to a new way of life and a strange
norm that we have had to snap out of now
in our honours year.
“Being able to work from home and
complete the remaining two years of
our undergraduate degree online due to
covid-19 was a wonderful experience,” says
Malaika Ditabo, for whom the freedom
and responsibility to use time wisely was
refreshing and accommodating. She no
longer had to worry about waking up early
and beating traffic to get to campus on
time.
This transition was also appreciated by
Tylin Moodley, who says she was able to
work at her own pace and had a lot of free
time to do more art, exercise and catch
up on TV series. She says exams were
“somewhat easier” because of this.
For Mpho Hlakudi this period gave
him more confidence to engage in class
and changed his learning experience.
He says rather than having the lecturer
“preaching upfront”, online learning
became collaborative, and ideas could be
exchanged.
This joy, however, was not shared
by all of us as some felt that the online
experience was often difficult and taxing.
Unlike Hlakudi, Colin Hugo prefers smaller
in-person sessions which encourage
interaction among students and lecturers,
an element he missed with online learning.
For Keamogetswe Matlala, “anxiety was a
permanent resident”, during this time, due
to factors such as regular power cuts which
interrupted her online learning experience.
Rufaro Chiswo, similarly, says that the
unexpected transition brought about
stress-related symptoms, such as sleep
disturbances and increased depression
symptoms.
Our academic lives were often
complicated further by interruptions from
our home lives. Issues such as unstable
Wi-Fi and the lack of a conducive working
environment confronted Matlala and
Elishevah Bome who both come from
seven-person households. For Bome, an

Proud to call
Wits home
DR DINESH BALLIAH, ACTING DIRECTOR,
WITS CENTRE FOR JOURNALISM

The Wits Vuvuzela class of 2022. Photo: Tshepo Ditshego
undergraduate degree that was meant
to be “filled with new experiences” and
the “building [of an] adult identity” was
instead filled with “world war Wi-Fi,” with
her siblings.
Difficulties separating home and school
life were also of concern to Tannur
Anders, who felt that the shift blurred the
line between the two. Anders felt like a
‘workaholic’ due to her working 16-hours
a day and says that online learning
normalised overworking.
Many of us found refuge in social media
applications such as TikTok and Twitter
which were a great escape from our
constant Zoom and Teams meetings and
online tutorials. These escapes though,
have made ‘normal’ socialising for an

extended period exhausting after the
pandemic. Both Hugo and Anders say that
this period took away from the growth
one receives from interacting with other
people.
Essentially, learning during the covid-19
pandemic forced many of us to toughen
up and to move with intention. Our
determination to overcome the difficulties
that we faced, fuelled our urge to complete
our degrees and that is what we did! Each
of us learned to adapt and to conquer the
edge. Although the gradual transition to
normalcy has been interesting, the return
to campus has taught us to appreciate
human interaction while granting us
another shot at earning another degree this time in person.

Q&A with Zeblon Vilakazi
Zeblon Vilakazi, Vice-chancellor and
custodian of Wits University was one of
the first African scholars to conduct PhD
research at the European Centre for Nuclear
Research . The nuclear physicist and Wits
alumnus was recently appointed as a fellow
of the the Royal Society in the United
Kingdom (UK). Wits Vuvuzela had a chance
to have a candid chat with Vilikazi.

Q

In three short sentences, who is
Zeblon Vilakazi?
I would like to think that I am a person
dedicated to inspiring young people,
scholars, researchers and academics to do
their best [and] in their own way, to make
a positive difference in our world for good.
Although I am a nuclear physicist by training,
in my current role, I serve as a custodian of
this great university, which is no easy feat.
It is my duty to ensure that this university
thrives, for the benefit of society and to
advance the public good.

Q

What is it that you do for fun
outside of the office?
I enjoy listening to classical music and
attending concerts, spending time with my
family and reading about history, art, and
popular culture.

Q

What are your five favourite
things about Wits?
Wits translates into endless possibilities
for me every day - I get to learn something
new every day. One day I am learning
about light in Professor Andrew Forbes’
lab, and the next I am being schooled
on the next generation of vaccines.
The Wits community is intellectually,
demographically and geographically
diverse which makes the academic project
robust, a great feature of this university.
I enjoy interacting with Witsies from
students to alumni they are all unique and
have something to offer. I must confess
that the Wits Art Museum, the Linder
Auditorium and the Science Stadium are
some of my favourite spots on campus.

Q

Where do you envision the
university in the next 100 years?
Wits will remain a powerhouse in the
Global South, serve as a platform to
resolve the pressing issues of the 22nd
century, and develop highly skilled,
ethical global leaders who will serve as
catalysts and changemakers wherever
they go. This is highly dependent on
whether we can solve our climate
emergency now.

Photo credit: Wits News

Q

If you could time travel to any
period in the last 100 years at Wits,
which would it be and why?
I would want to travel to the future – I really,
really want to be part of the next generation
where quantum computing will be the norm.
It has the power to drastically transform our
lives.

Q

What advice do you have for people
wanting to conquer the edge?
I would offer the following advice: Take all
the opportunities presented to you at Wits,
and beyond. Strive for excellence, learn
beyond the classroom, build your networks,
remain true to your values and do not forget
who you are. Change the world for good.

A HUNDRED is a grand old age for any
person or institution. One hundred years
signals a deep-rooted history, a long
established wisdom and the privilege of
hindsight.
In a hundred years, Wits University has
established and maintained its position as
a unifying space of independent thought,
freedom of expression and a robust
exchange of ideas. Johannesburg, home
to Wits University, is a melting pot of this
country, and indeed, of this continent, –
bringing together communities often at
odds with one another but living side by
side. The university is much the same, it
is a place of a confluence of cultural ideals
and values flowing from the fiercest of
adversaries.
The Wits Centre for Journalism is
an exemplar of how an institution like
Wits University has widespread impact
on a society in which it is located. Our
graduates can be found in many parts of
the media industry in South Africa and
abroad. This contribution to growing
talent for the media and journalism
space is an obvious way for us to impact
the world around us, but so too is the
contribution to intellectualism and
innovation through what we currently
have at our disposal, and what we imagine
we will have in the future.

“A new journalism which
is more inclusive, more
responsive and more
representative of the
ebbs and flows of the
future is appearing. If
the last 100 years was a
century of consistency,
the next century is sure
to be that of consistent
change.”
Journalism in its traditional form is
changing shape. A new journalism which
is more inclusive, more responsive and
more representative of the ebbs and
flows of the future is appearing. If the last
100 years was a century of consistency,
the next century is sure to be that of
consistent change. The journalism of the
next 100 years will be no different and the
WCJ is excited to be part of this growth.
While the future remains unpredictable
but exciting, there are immediate
challenges that must be addressed. The
challenges that new technologies present
on an almost daily basis, cannot get lost
in the euphoria of new opportunities. The
weaponisation of social media to threaten
and harass women journalists remains
a concern to us all at the WCJ, along
with the ongoing threats to freedom of
expression that lurk not just in expected
corners but in the open spaces we have
long cherished. We cannot, and must not,
turn away from these challenges as part of
our work as a university.
The WCJ is proud to call Wits
University its home. In it, we find space
for the people and the tools that will shape
the journalism of the future.
Happy born year, Wits University. We
are with you. For good.
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Keeping up with
Bruce Fordyce
COLIN HUGO

“I WAS always going to go to Wits. I
was destined to go to Wits.” These are
the words of Bruce Fordyce, the South
African running legend. The nine-time
Comrades Marathon champion has
never forgotten his Wits beginnings.
He says that he had been to Wits
a few times before deciding to study
there. He particularly remembers the
Free People’s Concert he attended in
1971 on the Library Lawns where he
remembers fellow Wits legend, Johnny
Clegg, performing.
Fordyce studied towards a BA
majoring in archaeology and later
completed an honours in archaeology
in 1979. After finishing his studies, he
became a research assistant and later
a research officer in the archaeology
department. Fordyce also chaired the
committee that built the Origins Centre
which opened in 2006.
During his time as
a student, he stayed
in res even though
his home was in
Johannesburg because
his parents said he
should have at “least
a couple of years of
actual campus life”. A
friend in res with him
ran the Comrades in 1976 and that,
together with the race being shown on
TV (which was new in SA), inspired
Fordyce to try it.
In preparation, he started running at
Wits. “I ran 10 minutes around the Wits
rugby field. That was my first run.” He
joined the Wits marathon club in 1977.
He aimed for a silver medal (less than
7hr 30min) in his first Comrades in the
same year but finished in 43rd place
with a time of 6hr 45min.
Fordyce ran in Wits colours for seven
years and says he loved his time at the
club. He won the Comrades in 1981,
1982, 1983 and 1984 in Wits colours,
and says “There’s nothing better than
competing in the gold and blue of Wits.”
In total he completed 30 Comrades
marathons, winning a record nine races
in total between 1981 and 1990, eight
of which were in consecutive years. His
achievements at the Comrades earned
him legend status.

He says the most difficult time
he experienced as an athlete was
the 1981 race, the first one he won.
The then 25-year-old ran wearing a
black armband to protest against the
20th anniversary celebrations of the
apartheid republic. “I was a target
of a lot of abuse, and I had eggs and
tomatoes thrown at me. I was a very
unpopular winner that year,” he recalls.
Fordyce went on to hold the records
for both the Durban start (up) and
Pietermaritzburg start (down) runs.
He held the down-run record for 21
years from 1986 to 2007 with a time
of 5hr 24min 07sec. His best up-run
time was 5hr 27min 42sec set in 1988,
which stood as the record for 10 years.
He completed his last comrades in 2012
in a time of 8hr 6min. No Comrades
runner has matched Fordyce’s nine
wins.
The runner has since become the
CEO of Parkrun South
Africa which he started in
November 2011 at Delta
Park, Johannesburg.
Parkrun is a fivekilometre free timed
run taking place every
Saturday that was started
in England in 2004 by
Paul Sinton-Hewitt, who
helped Fordyce in one of
his Comrades wins by ‘seconding’ him.
This is the person who helps hydrate,
feed and give information to runners.
In South Africa Parkrun has grown
from one venue where 26 people took
part in the first race to 1.2 million
members.
On August 13, 2022, 183 different
venues held a parkrun with 21 094
people participating.
Fordyce says his goal is to “build
Parkrun up as much as we can and
to see it taken one day into Africa”.
There is a parkrun at Wits that began
in 2018, which Fordyce plans to run
during the Wits Homecoming weekend
celebrations, scheduled for September
2 – 4, 2022.
His message to current Witsies is to
“enjoy the experience and get involved
in every facet of university life”. To
all the young Witsie athletes he says,
“Just keep pursuing the dream, but
understand it takes time.”

“There’s nothing
better than
competing in
the gold and
blue of Wits”

Henco van Wyk (left) takes on the opposition in a game against Maties (Stellenbosch University) in
2021. Photo sourced: Varsity Cup

Focus, hard work propel
star to national stage
TYLIN MOODLEY

WINNING Junior Springbok
of the year and making his
senior debut for the Lions are
just two of this rugby player’s
greatest achievements so far
in his young career.
In 2020, at the age of
just 19, Henco van Wyk
was selected to play for
Johannesburg rugby club,
the Lions. Rising through the
ranks, he got the opportunity
to play for the Junior
Springboks, the under-20
division for the national team,
in the following year.
Upon achieving these
goals Van Wyk says, “I was
very happy and thankful. I
worked very hard for what
I achieved,” but says he still
needs to do more to grow and
develop himself as a rugby
player.

The game that he plays
today is something that is still
influenced by the experience
and coaching he received at
Wits. When he first joined
the team, he felt welcomed
and could feel the team’s
professionalism which is
something Van Wyk still
carries with him.
Currently doing a BA in
business management, Van
Wyk owes his rugby success
and prowess to his family. “I
grew up in a family that loves
rugby and I have two older
brothers that also played
rugby. [I am] very thankful for
my rugby talent,” he says.
However, the road to
professional rugby has
not been an easy one. The
21-year-old has faced some
tough challenges along the
way. Playing Varsity Cup for
the first time really challenged

him and pushed him out of his
comfort zone. The covid-19
bubble and the amount of
travelling he had to do during
that time did not merge well
with each other.
Van Wyk recalls, “The
bubble we were in at that
point in time because of covid
and the fact that I had to
travel between Junior Boks
camp in Cape Town and
Varsity Cup in Pretoria,” was
a difficult time for him.
Despite these challenges,
Van Wyk persevered and has
managed to balance his time
playing professional rugby
while still studying at Wits.
He keeps himself motivated
and reminds other student
athletes to “stay focused on
your goal, believe in yourself
and keep on working hard.
Never give up and never run
away from hard work.”

Changing the game in women’s basketball
TYLIN MOODLEY
PSYCHOLOGY student who “fell
in love instantly” with basketball
in grade five, wants the official
structures to do more for women’s
basketball.
A Wits master’s student, who has
experience playing and coaching
basketball at the university, is
hoping to grow women’s basketball
in the country through an
organisation launched in 2020.
Nompumelelo “Mpumi”
Ramatsoga (33) briefly played
basketball for Wits and was the
men’s first team assistant coach

from 2013 to 2017. In 2020
she was one of the founding
members of the South African
Women’s Basketball Association
(Sawba), an organisation that
promotes women’s basketball,
and is currently the organisation’s
chairperson.
Her journey at Wits started
as an occasional student doing
psychology modules from 2016
to 2017 followed by an honours
in 2019. In 2020 she started a
master’s in psychology, researching
homophobia in women’s basketball
in South Africa.
She has enjoyed her learning

experience at Wits saying the
“lecturers are of a high calibre”.
Ramatsoga said the master’s
course in community psychology
and social justice moulded her
and helped her “engage with
communities”. This essentially laid
the foundations for her to start
Sawba.
Furthermore, Ramatsoga was
frustrated with women’s basketball
in South Africa because of the
lack of attention and promotion it
got from Basketball South Africa
(BSA). “There are not enough
women’s voices in the sport,” she
said. Various women in basketball

formed Sawba to hopefully make
an impact for “the next generation”
of women as well as those playing
now. The organisation, which has
roughly 500 members across the
country, now hosts regular 3x3
ladies tournaments (three players
per team as opposed to the standard
five) consisting of basketball clubs
from around Johannesburg and an
under-18 girls basketball camp in
the Western Cape.
Ramatsoga says one of her
greatest achievements is officially
having Sawba up and running and
“creating [basketball] spaces for
women”.
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